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Sir: 

This disclosure statement under 37 CFR 1 .97 & 1 .98 is submitted before the 
first Office Action in order that the Patent and Trademark Office may consider the 
relevancy of certain information to the invention described and claimed in the subject 
application, and in compliance with the regulations concerning information disclosure 
statements, copies of documents listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 are 
enclosed. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an 
enveloped addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 02/02/04 

Date 

Gary F. Matz. Reo. No. 45.504 

Name of applicant, assignee or Registered Representativ 

/ , A#?T ^ 

Signature 

February 2. 2004 

Dat 



The documents are relevant because they were cited by the Examiner in the 
parent application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement should not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made, that additional information material to 
the examination of this application does not exist, that any document mentioned 
herein constitutes prior art, or that the documents listed severally or in any 
combination with one another or with any other information, are believed to render 
any claim in the subject application prima facie unpatentable. 
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Respectfully submitted, 




Gary F. Matz 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 45,504 
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LIST OF PRIOR ART CITED BY APPLICANT 
(Use Sev ral Sheets If Nece sary) 


Atty. Docket No. 
MO-5515N/L A 33,673 


Serial No. 
10/724,990 


Applicant 

Hans-Jos f Laas et al 


Filing Dat 
December 1 , 2003 


Group 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPRO- 
PRIATE 




AA 

\ 


5,356,945 


10/18/94 


Werner et al 


521 


159 






& AB 


5,750,727 


05/12/98 


Gras 


548 


951 




FEB 0 t 2&Q4 


7&C 


5,945,531 


08/31/99 


Gras 


540 


202 






•7 
/ 

AD 
















AE 
















AF 
















AG 
















AH 
















Al 
















AJ 
















AK 















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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OTHER PRIOR ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



AR 



AS 



AT 

EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER Initial if references considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609: Draw line through if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Neither English Language Equivalent nor an English Language Translation is available. 



